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Components of film originally examined: 

Feature: Not Applicable 
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Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 


• • 

Direction to issue a label has been given on Not Applicable 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The computer image entitled lkdsboy4.jpg is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

This classification is due to the extent to which and manner in which the image exploits 
the nudity of a child. The main purpose of the image is the depiction of a child’s nudity, 
in the form of a digitised black and white photograph of a naked boy who presents as 
less than 14 years of age due to his physical characteristics. He is posed and viewed 
full-frontal so that his genitals are visible to the viewer. 

The image may in some respects be characteristic of a spontaneous photograph of a 
nudist or naturist family member, however the combined factors of content, context and 
format detract from its authenticity as a candid record of a family member for a family 
album. The image exists in the context of a collection of images that are similar in 
character, rather than in a family album. The image is a paper based reproduction of a 
computer image file ‘thumbnail’, a small reference image which is itself said to be 
sourced from an original image file stored on a computer disk. The digitised format of 
the image facilitates easy reproduction and distribution by computers and 
telecommunication networks. In such a format the image is readily copied onto other 
computer disks or transmitted for storage or reproduction on other computers, allowing 
for wide distribution of the image nationally and internationally. Given all of these 
characteristics the Classification Office is of the opinion that the image is likely to be 
used for the sexual gratification of adults with a sexual interest in children. 

Having considered the relevant matters set out in s3(3) and s3(4) of the Films, Videos, 
and Publications Classification Act 1993, the Classification Office considers that the 
availability of the computer image is likely to be injurious to the public good, due to the 
extent to which and manner in which the publication exploits the nudity of a child. 
Referring to the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990, the limit on the freedom of 
expression resulting from this classification is considered to be reasonable and 
demonstrably justified, given the objective of preventing harm to the public. A less 
restrictive classification, such as making the publication available only to adults, would 
not mitigate the exploitation of children’s nudity for the apparent purpose of supply to 
adult viewers who are titillated or sexually stimulated by such images. 
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